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By Taylor _______

Spring Sports 

Shifting your heels in the grass, 
cold evaporating from your body, 
you turn to the left to face your 

team mate. She’s a right forward, aim-
ing to shoot a goal. In front of you is 
midfield, looking just across the half-
way line of the elongated field. 
Behind you, goalie keeps watch, slap-

ping leather gloves together, shuffling 
from side to side. The formality of a 
coin toss is set by the ref. Your team 
starts the match.  The 10 yard cen-
ter circle seems smaller between you 
and your opponent. Your heartbeat 
pounds louder and louder, knowing 
your time is about to come. Exhale, 
breathe. Whistle blows. Movement of 
feet. Kickoff. 

Calcio, fussball, football, soccer, it 
goes by many names but it has the 
same meaning. It is informally known 
as the practice of bringing a spherical-
shaped ball from one side of the field 

to another side of the field. And with as 
much hype as it gets in Europe, it’s no 
wonder the same popularity translates 

Women’s Soccer
2011

over into our school system. With Mr. 
Stanley coaching the women’s soccer 
team again this year it looks like this 

spring sport is going to rule the field.
Along with many other sports includ-

ing men’s soccer and softball, condi-
tioning was a big part of getting ready 
for the soccer season. Every Tuesday 
potential players congregated for 
sprints, high kicks, 
and scrimmages on 
the field. Many hoped 
that the physical 
training would secure 
them a position  on 
the field and get them 
prepared for the up-
coming season. Famil-
iar players like Hanna 
__________, Cheryl 
______, and Mara 
______ returned to 

the team while others were new such 
as Laura ______ and Brooke ________. 
Hopefully, with these starting players 
we  can look forward to a great, new 
soccer season, filled with little to no in-
jury  and many winning goals. 

Photo by Cheryl 
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January 20, 2010, Mr. James 
Sajo, freelance writer and 
novelist, shared his liter-

ary “words 
of wisdom” 
with the 
members of 
the writer’s 
guild as well 
as students 
interested in 
the imagina-
tive verbiage 
and creativ-
ity of the 
writing pro-
cess. 

After showing the writing 
seminar an article he wrote in 
the Stars and Stripes for an ex-
cursion to Bratislava, Slovakia, 
Mr. Sajo began discussing im-
portant lessons and exercises 
that can help with expanding 
on your writing. Adding ad-
ditional flare, proofreading, 
and saying your words orally 
in front of the mirror (while 
you’re already busy break dancing and 
singing with a hairbrush) are just a few 
tips that can aid you in writing. 

He then proceeded to talk about his 
career as a freelance writer, stating 
that for a regular article he earned 
$0.50 per word and $10.00 per pic-
ture and for a big-time magazine ar-
ticle he was awarded $1.00 per word. 
He currently has several books pub-
lished for travel, sports, food, and his 
experiences in Italy. For 2 years he 
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Editorial Policy

The Saint Side is a DoDEA funded and 
sponsored, student-run newspaper pro-
duced four times a year for the students, 
teachers, and staff of Aviano Middle/
High School. It is a public paper that 
does not censor or stifle issues. Let-
ters to the editor are accepted, encour-
aged, and published under guidelines 
established by DoDEA. Upon request, 
letters may be submitted anonymously 
depending on approval by the editors. 
Guest writers are welcome to submit 
articles for publication. The Saint Side 
staff has the right to publish and edit let-
ters that maintain a positive reputation 
for the news staff. Anything that is de-
famatory, obscene or a personal attack 
will not be considered for publication. 
The opinions and views  The Saint Side 
staff takes all measures possible to pro-
duce accurate and precise information. 
Any typographical and formatting errors 
in the publication will be noted and con-
sidered for modification in future publi-
cations. 

Writer’s Guild
Guest Speaker

 James Sajo

By Taylor

has been working on a realistic fiction 
book which he hopes to get published. 
If you want to check out his local guide 
books or read a sample of his novel 
go to http://www.jimsajo.com/sajo-
Books.php.

Pictures 
by Taylor 
Seaberg

Students seen in the photo are as fol-
lows: Phoenix _____, Nicole ______, 
Patrick _____, Teresa ________, Cath-
erine ______, Jerri Contiveros, Rhona 
Mae Esmena, and Jonece Tallant

Page 2



March 8, 2011

Editorial

do students raise money for in their 
eleventh year? Think about it. Prom—
another very essential high school mo-
ment. If you have to reserve funds for 
graduation it cheapens what details 
you will put into prom, which affects 
not only juniors but next year’s se-
niors. It is a domino effect of financing. 

In this 
case the 
total cost 
for gradu-
ation is 
$ 2 , 0 0 0 : 
$1,100 to 
pay for 
the Sacile 
T h e a t e r 
and $900 
to pay for 
s e n i o r 
breakfast, 
gifts to 
the guest 
s p e a k e r, 
and what-
ever other 
graduation 
“stuff” the class is weighed down with. 
My question is what about the latter 
years? The senior class already has to 
worry about online profiles, teacher 
recommendations, and colleges, why 
stick graduation anxiety into the mix. 
This is, after all, a decision made by a 
class struck by senioritis. Half the se-
niors just quit in the middle of the 
year, when graduation affects nearly 
60 people. I mean how is the policy go-
ing to hold up when it is two months to 
graduation and the senior class is still 
dead broke? I will rule out one answer 
for you, the school system bailing the 
seniors out of financial mess is not an 
option.

But, as a side note, it’s not even the 
sole fact of funding graduation that’s 
bad. It is the fact that we’re paying for 
it and yet we have as limited freedom 
as we did before. If the senior class 
happens to be paying for graduation, 
shouldn’t we, the students, be allowed 
to have flaming crossbones gowns, 

raggedy converse, and/or a sunny 
beach scene to celebrate it?

 If we’re covering our own expenses 
for graduation then what we do with 
graduation should be of no concern to 
the administration. The kids will prob-
ably be more apt to fund something 
they actually want within their gradua-
tion in comparison to whatever admin 
puts forth anyways. So if the school 
system is determined to spend a por-
tion of their finances on a few “less-
than-important” ticket items then, to 
heck with it, let the seniors have all the 
fun they can in their final days as high 
school students. After all, we are pay-
ing for it.

Sunset. Silent ocean waves. Sheer 
white tents. Everyone in bold, 
red graduation gowns. Is this the 

graduation you pictured? Imagine it. 
Beautiful isn’t it? Yes it is. Now imag-
ine a greasy stained table. Angry caf-
eteria ladies. Grilled cheese sandwich 
from the week before stained on the 
auditorium floor. If this isn’t what you 
imagined as graduation being like, sor-
ry but, this is the reality. Not a dream 
simulation. This, seniors, is what we 
must face. 

In the mid 1990s, DoDEA originally 
funded all expenses of graduation in-
cluding the cap and gown, flowers, 
and the location itself.  Over the years 
students opted for their own design 
which DoDEA couldn’t or was unwill-
ing to cover, in which case the students 
paid for the cost of the graduation 
merchandise, a practice that we have 
now become familiar with. But now 
not funding our graduation seems to 
be taking things to a facepalmingly, 
awful, new level. 

In 2010, DoDEA headquarters and 
superintendents confirmed that they 
would no longer be extending finan-
cial resources to senior graduation. 
This ultimately means that the senior 
class has to, every year from this year, 
fund their own graduation. Now I don’t 
know about you but this is kind of a 
slap in the face. You’ve been waiting 
four consecutive years, to walk that 
walk, and grab that diploma (one of 
the most significant events that can 
happen in your life), only to find out 
that you’re raising your own funds for 
it. 

Now you have to roll funds over from 
your junior class to reserve necessary 
funds for your own graduation. What 

Paying for our Own Graduation!?

By Taylor _______

http://www.eu.dodea.edu/news/0910/100601a_graduation.php
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It’s a well known fact that DoDDs 
and the school have a set of rules 
for each school to abide by for the 

school’s discpline. There are many 
rules that you would expect a school 
system to create. However there are 
some rules that don’t make sense or 
even enforced in the school, which 
raises the question; why is it a rule in 
the first place?
Many students have an argument 

with the school discipline policy. 
Most students come with the dis-
sagreement over clothing. Some 
of the rules in the discipline policy 
should not 
even have 
been created 
from the be-
ginning. For 
example, this 
school has a 
rule stating 
that “a stu-
dent is not 
allowed to 
wear a bas-
ketball jersey 
to school.” This isn’t a very smart 
rule because of the fact that the 
enforcement by the administration 
says it’s ok to wear these jerseys as 
long as you have a t-shirt or any oth-
er kind of shirt under it. This shows 
how inconsistent the school is when 
it comes to rule if they allow this to 
be ok. If you need an example, just 
look at past school publications and 
you’ll see the inconsitency. It also 
takes away from the student’s abil-
ity to express themselves the way 
they want to. 

There’s also an issue related to fe-
males stating they can’t wear tops with 

thin straps such as spaghetti straps. It’s 
been observed in the hallway that if 
they wear a skin tight jacket or loose 
jacket then it is perfectly ok for them 
to wear spaghetti straps . For that mat-
ter why isn’t the rule simply females 
must where a jacket when wearing 
these types of tops? 

Or how about the rule stating that a 
student can not wear a sleeveless un-
dershirt? How does the school know if 
a student’s undershirt is sleeveless, are 
they going to check every student? Are 
they going to begin doing pat downs 
on students at the beginning of every 
school day?

The rule on pajamas is another cloth-
ing problem. A male at Aviano High 

School recently wore pajamas 
to school and many teach-
ers, students, and other staff 
members did not have a prob-
lem with this. This has also oc-
cured on various occassions in 
the past couple years, which 
presents the question why is 
wearing pajamas to school also 
“banned” if it is not enforced?

Not only is the dress code a 
problem at times, the policy 
with cell phones are a problem 

as well. It’s a given that you’re a not 
allowed to use your phone or similar 
items in school. 
There are some 
times when it 
should be permit-
ted. A male stu-
dent was sick a few 
weeks back and  
received a notice 
from his teacher 
that he had an 
appointment at 
the clinic. He was 
told by the teach-
er that his  appointment was at 3:15 
pm, but later on during the period the 
teacher’s assistant told him 2:15.  He 

was confused so at lunch he called his 
mother on his cell phone to confirm 
which time, but was soon yelled at by 
another teacher. He tried to explain 
the situation, but was not heard. In this 
situation how does the school enforce 
the rule, because this student though 
that it was okay to use his cell phone 
during lunch in that situation.

Even though it’s not recommended, 
students do bring Ipods, mp3 players, 
cell phones and other electronic de-
vices to school. Since the school knows 

that students 
do this they 
have created 
a rule stating 
that it’s the 
students re-
sponsibility 
for the item 
if it is ever 
lost or sto-
len. However 

an incident last year with somebody’s 
blackberry phone caused the principal 
to contact security forces to become 
involved in the situation.  Why would 
security forces need to be involved if 
there’s a rule stating that it’s the stu-
dent’s responsibility? 

Aviano High School is inconsistent 
with a few of the rules they enforce. 

Some of these rules are bla-
tantly null and void by the 
school. Others shouldn’t 
even be in place because 
you can’t enforce them on a 
daily basis. Rules likes these 
should be removed from the 
discipline policy or rewrit-
ten to be enforceable. If not 
there’s going to be conflicts 
between students and fac-
ulty. Then age old question 
will continue to arrive; why 

is it a rule anyway? When it comes to 
this the administration should look at 
every rule and answer this question.

Why Is It A Rule?
By Myron 
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If you went to Carnevale Thursday 
March 3rd you would have noticed 
that most of the people in costume 

and faces covered by masks were the 
students from Avi-
ano, rather than 
the usual people 
on the streets in 
elaborate cos-
tumes that lots of 
time, effort, and 
hundreds to thou-
sands of dollars 
have been spent 
on.

Some of the art 
students stood in 
costumes, wear-
ing their masks 
while random 
photographers mobbed them, taking 
photo after photo. All of Ms. McDan-
iel’s high school art students, Ms. Gas-
paratto’s Italian 2 and up, and Mr. Fix’s 
photography club went to Carnevale in 
Venice.

Most students would say that the 
weather made the trip rather un-en-
joyable and miserable, but Ms. Mac 
says otherwise. “The weather is a 
major factor for the outcome of Car-
navale, because if it’s sunny and bright 
out, more people will be out with paint 
on their faces, masked, or in costumes. 
If its wet out like it was this year, then 
you’re not going to see many of the 
people out and about. As long as you 
know where you’re going, and how 
to get along from place to place, no 
matter what the weathers like, you’re 
guaranteed to have a good time.”

Ms. Mac also explained the difference 
between Mardi Gras and Carnevale, 
which most people have the mistake 
of saying they’re the same. “Many 
people think that the two celebrations 

are the same, but Mardi Gras is more 
of the puking and the drinking, and 
flashing people, and seeing how many 
beads you can get, whereas Carnavale 

is more of the 
masks, and 
the costumes, 
face paint, and 
the music and 
dances, food, 
and competi-
tions.”

So pretty 
much Mardi 
Gras is more 
of “drunk par-
tying and Car-
navale is tamer 
and a little bit 
more cultural. 

It definitely focuses on the cultural part 
of Italy.” Says senior, Taylor ________.

It was mandatory 
for all art students 
to bring their masks 
with them to Car-
navale, in order for 
them to receive a 
grade on the mask. 
For the mask to pass, 
it had to survive the 
whole day and make 
it back to school. Any 
masks that were dam-
aged, or needed to be 
fixed were to be re-
paired the next class. 
Every mask had to be 
original looking, with an idea that was 
made up in their own mind instead of 
being taken from a movie or cartoon 
character. Students who did not follow 
those rules took a hit on their grade.

Besides getting graded on how the 
finished product looked, the students 
were also graded on the making of the 

mask. To make the masks, Ms. Mac 
played a video on how to make them 
out of plaster. Since it’s nearly impos-
sible to make a mask on yourself, you 
were graded on how you made your 
subjects mask. Your subject either sat 
in a chair with their head resting on a 
table or, were completely laid out on 
the tables, while the person making 
the mask cut strips of plaster, got them 
wet in warm water, and smoothly 
placed them on their subjects face.

Venice’s celebration starts about two 
weeks earlier than any others around 
the world. It starts usually in late Feb-
ruary to March. It’s where everybody 
celebrates, dances, and eats before 
lent.

Though Carnevale has been around 
for a long time, there was a time in 
history where the celebration was dis-
continued. It was put back in action 

around the 
nineteen sev-
enties. Back 
in the day, 
Carnevale had 
many rules, 
you were not 
allowed to 
talk to a nun in 
costume, and 
there were 
certain ways 
you could not 
dress. Now  
the costumes 
mainly consist 

of masks, some half masks, full faces, 
and others with  long, hawk-like noses. 
Many of the traditional masks come 
from the “Comedia del’ Arte.“ The out-
fits are usually long, full dresses for the 
women and jester-like clothing for the 
men. 

By Kaitlynn
Carnevale
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By Ricky 

Winter is here, and now it’s 
time for Aviano to wit-
ness arguably the most an-

ticipated season of the year. 
The Aviano Men’s Basketball 
team set up this expectation 
by dominating the Division 2 
for the past two years. With 
the knowledge and expertise 
of Mr.McNeely, prominently 
known as coach Mac, this 
team has been able to take 
home the Division 2 Europe-
ans Men’s Basketball Cham-
pionship twice in a row. Now, 
the seniors have moved on 
to college and left Aviano to 
wonder, can the team go to Europeans 
and take the championship home for 

New Year, New Team, and the Graduation Effect

By Ricky Warren

Look out Aviano! It’s a new year for 
the Basketball team and everyone 
is getting ready for the 2010-11 

season. While the Men’s 
Basketball team is looking 
for their third Division 2 
European’s Championship 
in a row, the Aviano Wom-
en’s basketball team is also 
seeking a title for the sec-
ond year. From the com-
petition of the tryouts to 
the experience of the first 
game, there are definitely 
some things that the team 
has to discuss and share 
with the public.

In the beginning of the 
season the women’s team experienced 

a dilemma of who would actually be 
the head coach. After some delay 
Mr. Gregory Mead assumed the head 
coaching position. After two weeks of 
trying to prove they could be an Avia-

no Basketball Saint twelve girls finally 

made the cut.
The team’s confidence is high, and 

why shouldn’t it be? They have as much 
of a chance of winning a championship 
as anyone else. Winning the Southern 

Region Championship can only 
boost their excitement for Eu-
ropeans. One of the players 
said that the team needs to 
work on focusing on the game.

With a winning record of 13-1 
the women’s team achieved 
their goal of taking the South-
ern championship and headed 
into the European tourna-
ment, in Mannheim Germany, 
seeded first. The girls played 
hard but found their quest for 
the championship slip away in 
a crucial game to the eventual 

champions of Division 2. 

Women’s Basketball

The Game is the Same, No Matter Who Plays It.

the third year.
The Aviano Men’s Basketball team 

first of all decided on what the expec-
tations of the team this year would 
be. They want their own identity and 

don’t want to be compared to last year. 
One of the players said, with most in 

agreement, that the team’s focus is 
centered on one thing: Communica-
tion. This was also what they feel will 
make them even better than last year’s 
group. “Communication is the key. Ev-

eryone needs to work togeth-
er,” says #43 Deakwon _____. 
Teamwork is the key to this 
year’s success. Corey _____ 
described in this way, “Our 
team is like a vine on a wall. 
Together we stand, together 
we fall.”

At the end of the regular 
season the men finished with 
a winning record of 8-6, giv-
ing them the number six seed 
going into Europeans. Even 
though Aviano put everything  

into their games they returned from 
Euros with disappointing results.
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Showcase, 2011

By Michaela 

According to Lois Lowry, the author 
of The Giver, “books open the gate 
to elsewhere.”  Through poems, 

stories, paintings and other forms of 
art we have our eyes opened and ideas 
shared, explained Seventh grade Lan-
guage Arts teacher, Ms. Williams.  DoDDs 
will accomplish this through publishing 
student created literature and artwork 
in an inspiring book titled: 
Showcase.

Depth, voice, and smooth 
flow are some of the quali-
ties the writing pieces pos-
sess in the Showcase book.  
With a limit of twenty-five 
works of art and twenty 
pieces of literature from 
this school for submission, 
committees of teachers 
spent time analyzing and 
studying students’ work to 
present in the Showcase 
book.  After the Language 
Arts and Art teacher fin-
ished their main objective, 
which was to narrow down 
the best submitted pieces 
of work, the writing pieces 
and artwork began their 
journey from Aviano to the 
Mediterranean District.  After the Medi-
terranean District, the art was trans-
ported to by Editorial Board in DoDDs- 
Europe.  Final decisions were made, and 
the art and writing pieces were sorted for 
publication.

Ms. Williams and other LA (Language 
Arts) teachers first looked to see if the 
writer followed the guidelines set by the 
Showcase committee.  Afterwards, they 
read the writing as they would any other 
piece of great literature, looking for cer-
tain writing elements.

However, it was a different story for Art 

teacher, Ms. McDaniel.  She analyzed the 
way the artist used the elements and 
principles of design, such as shape and 
movement, to emphasize or express a 
mood in their artwork.  The artwork must 
possess contrast, cleanness and the abil-
ity to be reproduced clearly.  Although a 
grueling process was involved, Ms. Mc-
Daniel has a goal “to continue year after 

year to have all creative expressions pub-
lished that this school can offer.”

 Ms. Williams believes that when stu-
dents create art and literature for some-
thing like Showcase, they express their 
ideas to the world.  Aviano Middle and 
High School teachers hope that by having 
the students’ work published, they will 
be encouraged to become published art-
ists and authors in the future.  Ms. Wil-
liams added, “The world will surely be a 
better place when Aviano students are 
inspired to share their art and literature, 
now and in the future.”

By Michaela 

Hello Dolly!

Meet Dolly, a funny, 
bright woman who 
achieves anything she 

has her heart set on.  Dolly is the 
main character in the theatre pro-
duction of Hello Dolly, directed by 
Aviano drama teacher, Mr. Lewan-
dowski.  According to Roberta Ste-
phens Satori, her character, Dolly, 

has everything 
you’d want in a 
character.  Ms. 
Satori added, 
“She gets to 
walk down the 
most spectac-
ular of stair-
cases, has fab-
ulous hats and 

gets everything she sets her on.”
However, this “perfect charac-

ter” doesn’t have the perfect life 
that some may expect.  After the 
death of her first husband, Dolly 
attempts to make a living for her-
self by arranging other peoples’ 
lives.  Ms. Satori explained, “she 
finds suitable matches for single 
men and woman, no matter what 
the need is that someone may 
have - learning how to dance or 
paint, whatever, Dolly finds a way 
to make that happen for them.”

Like any other theatre produc-
tion, the cast put in a lot of time 
and effort to present an exciting 
theatre experience.  If you are 
contemplating being a part of the 
audience, expect to see a marvel-
ous classic with an exciting array 
of actors.  Applaud Dolly and be 
prepared to have your eyes drawn 
to the stage at the first showing 
of Hello Dolly on Thursday, March 
24th at 7 PM.

An artpiece included in the Showcase book in 2008. Puppy Love colored 
pencil Aviano MS Italy courtesy of www.eu.dodea.edu

Another year of creative talent 
on it’s way.

courtesy of 
www.surace.com
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Softball: Batter Up

By Michaela 

Having fun, playing safe and win-
ning are the goals of the Girls’ 
Softball team this year.   Mr. 

and Mrs. Baldwin began the softball 
program together in Aviano, making 
this their third year sharing coaching 
duties.  Mr. Baldwin, or Coach Mark, 
has been coaching for twenty years, 
Mrs. Baldwin, also known as Mom, has 
coached on and off for about thirty 
years.  Ms. Gatson has coached for AYP 
(Aviano Youth Program) and for High 
School.

During the conditioning period, the 
softball team built muscle, stamina, 
and flexibility.  During practices the 
softball team works on team building 
at the same time conditioning.  Essen-
tial tasks also included in the practice 
period are game strategy, fundamen-
tals, drills, throwing and hitting.  Hope-
fully, conditioning and practicing will 
pay off and help the team win two 
challenging awards the Southern Re-
gion and a European MVP.

For those of you who don’t know what 

Southern Region is, it’s a competition 
in which softball teams in DoDDs are 
divided into separate divisions.  When 
the team competes in Germany at the 
Europeans Tournament, they are con-
sidered a Southern Division II school 
and compete against other Division II 
school teams in Europe.  

Most Valuable Player, an award the 
coaches predict they their team will 
win, is a difficult win.  The Most Valu-
able Player is awarded at Europeans 
and is exclusive, meaning, it is given 
in each division to one softball player 
each year in all of Europe.  Coaches 
select the MVP and are not permitted 
to vote for anyone on their own team, 
the winner depends on the votes of 
other teams’ coaches.

Coach Mark and “Mom” have made 
significant predictions that include tak-
ing home the two coveted awards list-
ed above.  “We will be taking number 
one in both Sourthern Region as well 
as Europeans this year.  We will have 
an MVP.”

Aviano prides itself in sending 
students to great colleges after 
high school. The school tries to 

provide all the necessary courses for 
students to go to the college of their 
choosing.  One senior who already has 
his ticket out of Aviano High School, is 
Sean.

Sean, a running phenomenon, has 
already signed his letter of intent to 
Washington State University. He signed 
to this college because they offered 
him a 40% scholarship his freshmen 
year and it will increase each year he’s 
in college. The scholarship for cross 
country and track, shouldn’t be sur-
prising seeing as how Sean holds the 
record for fastest time in many of Avi-
ano’s running records. This in fact was 
Sean’s top choice on college selections 
which is 
a great 
feeling for 
him. When 
asked if he 
was happy 
to be leav-
ing Aviano to go college in the states 
he said “I have mixed feelings about it. 
I’d like to stay, but I’m happy I’m going” 

While Sean already has his immedi-
ate plans after high school he’s still 
got to finish high school. He’s only got 
a couple more months here and he’s 
also captain for the Aviano Men’s soc-
cer team. To 
him this is the 
way he wants 
to enjoy his se-
nior year until 
he ventures off 
into the next 
chapter of his 
life. 

Easy Ticket after 
High School

Hide and Seek 

To wear a mask is to play
A simply complex game 

Of hide and seek.
The game is played alone.

A person searching for 
themselves

After wearing a mask for far 
too 

Long and to simply forget 
who one

Is, and to never again re-
member.

By: Jonece  

JROTC 

Promotions
Name               Cadet Rank

Adrianah _________    Cadet Sergeant

Daniel __________  Cadet Airman

Elizabeth _________ Cadet Airman  
          First Class

Robert _______  Cadet Airman  
          First Class

Gilzel ____  Cadet Airman  
          First Class

Jared _______  Cadet Airman

By Myron 
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By Myron

Batter up! It’s spring sports sea-
son once again, the months of 
winter and indoor sports are fi-

nally over and it’s time to get back out-
side in the fresh air. What better way 
to kick off spring than with the game 
of baseball, which always starts during 
this time of the year. The Aviano Saints’ 
baseball team is looking to swing for 
the fences and do a lot of damage this 
year after finishing last season with a 
winning record of 9-7. 

 With every new sports season 
though there are changes such as play-
ers, coaches, and managers. The Saints 
have two new managers this year, Jey-
die _________ and Kylee ____. They 
also have newcomers such as Zack 

______, Brandon _______, Spencer 
_______, Keyshawn ______ and oth-
ers. The Saints baseball team actually 
has a few returners from last year such 
as Christian ____, Nik ______, Robert 

______, and Ryan   __  to name a few. 
This experience will be very beneficial 
for the team this upcoming season. 

However, there is one major change 
with the Saints baseball team this year, 
the head coaching position. The previ-

ous two years the head coach has been 
Mr. Rosiczkowski, where as this season 
the head coach is Mr. Izzo.  

Mr. Dave Izzo has coached football, 
golf, track, and wrestling, but never 
baseball which he thought would be 
a fun and interesting challenge. When 
asked what he looks to accomplish 
this year Coach Izzo replied “Give as 
many players as possible a chance to 
develop and contribute to the team.” 
Several assistant coaches will be help-
ing him this year including Mr. Weiser 
and Mr. Ackett. This looks to be a pos-
sible championship combination for 
the Saints this year. “Baseball is the 
ultimate team sport. Everybody has 
to be able to contribute in whatever 
way they are needed. No individuals!” 
–Coach Izzo. 

Spring Time = PLAY BALL!

The executive officers of the stu-
dent government were thankful 
and proud to see the student 

body’s enthusiasm in the most recent 
pep rally. School spirit is what the stu-
dent government strives to develop 
here at Aviano Middle/High School. 
The officers look forward to hosting 
another one of these fun filled pep ral-
lies for spring sports. 

More recently, the comments and 
suggestion box has now been placed in 
the front office. Students are encour-
aged to use this not only for sugges-
tions, but for concerns and problems 
that need to be addressed. The exam 
schedule is said by the administra-
tion, to be worked on and fine tuned 
for the second semester. Paul ____, 
president of the student government, 
urges students to remain strong during 
these controversial times. Paul under-
stands “the excess situation and exam 
schedule issue are both intense and 

emotional subjects that students have 
the right to be concerned about. I urge 
students who feel passionately about 
this to continue to voice your concerns 
through the suggestion box or by sim-
ply telling me. It is ok to stay strong 
and stand up for what you believe in. 
However, also remember that academ-
ics and school work is a priority.”

The Continuous School Improvement 
accreditation inspection is rapidly ap-
proaching. The CSI juniors committee 
continues to meet on the first Thurs-
day of every month during seminar. 
There goal is to continue informing the 
student body about the school’s two 
smart goals and what CSI is. Students 
have worked with the video commu-
nications class and each other to cre-
ate Public Service Announcements and 
posters. The student government will 
continue to help and facilitate these 
events as the spring season approach-
es.  

Student Government Update
The staff of Public Relations – Executive Office I heard

Every word

You said

On the

Phone that

Night and

You didn’t 

Know but

I understood

And then 

I cried

Saltwater tears

- Peyton

Saltwater Tears



March 8, 2011

Spotlight Students
Students picked randomly to be the voice of Aviano High

2014

Daekwon Perry

J’Vonne Wilson

Mark Delacruz

Pheonix Lewis

1:Is the transition any 
different then when 
you first entered mid-
dle school, acknowl-
edging the fact that it 
is a combined build-
ing?

2:What would you do 
with a million dollars?

3:What is your opinion 
of this school?

4:I realize that we are 
surrounded by moun-
tains, ancient archi-
tecture, and farmland, 
but creatively what 
would you offer as an 
activity to new stu-
dents?

5:I have heard multiple 
times that Aviano High 
is known for the dif-
ferent “cliques” at the 
school; do you believe 
there are “cliques”? 
Explain your point of 
view either way.  

6:Are the rules that 

The starting point of 
high school; scary 
yet exiciting and so 
much fun. You are 
older then middle 
schoolers, but still 
the little fish in high 
school. All in all, it 
is the time to en-
joy education and 
friends in a happy 
light.

1: “No.”
2:“Put it in the bank and 
buy a Lamborghini.”
3: “Safer then ones in the 
States, he says jokingly, 
“I could get shot in the 
States.”
4: “Sports.”
5: “Yeah, people that play 
guitar.”
6: “Yeah, sometimes I 
don’t consider my tardies, 
‘tardies’ but yeah [the rules 
are regulated fairly].”

are enforced regulated fairly? 
Example: dress code, locker 
decorations, tardies, etc.

1: “Yes, I don’t know. I 
guess you have more 
responsibilities and free-
dom.”
2: “I would give half of it 

to charity and half in the 
bank.”
3: “It has a lot of tradition, 
a lot of history, the people 
in this school go off and do 
bigger and better things.”
4: “Travel a lot and sports, 
be open to new and all 
ideas.”
5: “Yes, there are so many. 
There are even sport 
cliques, groups of girls, 
just people putting them-
selves around people they 
want to be around.”
6: “That’s a yes or a no 
question.”

1: “It was very different. 
The transition from el-
ementary school to middle 
school was not really 
different, but the one from 
middle school to high 
school was.” 
2: “I would… what would 
I do? I would buy a rain-
bow,” he says with a little 
bit of coercion from one of 
his peers.
3: “I have a mixed feel-
ing about the school; I like 
teachers and I like stu-
dents. Every student I like 
there is a student I don’t 
like.” 
4: “Sports. Sports are the 
best way to meet other 
people. Sports and clubs  
helps you meet a lot of like 
- minded people.”

5: “I believe there 
are cliques. Groups 
of exclusive people, 
I guess a clique 
perse. The people 
have to like you and 
once you are in you 
are in.” 
6: “I’ve heard about 
stories about peo-
ple that were. I per-
sonally don’t have 
any problems… but 
its innocent until 
proven guilty. I can’t 
prove either way.”

1: “It was easy. Basi-
cally it was like middle 
school, but there is 
more homework.”
2: “Put it in the bank; 
be smart.”
3: “It is okay. I would 
say it is better than 
my other schools.”
4: “Sports definitely.”
5: “Yeah” he says 
with a large smile.
6: “Hmmmhmmm.”

by Sofia Rosales
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2013
Sophomores

Andrew Bert

1: I know what it is like to 
be in the middle of your 
high school career, is 
this year any harder then 
freshman year?

2:What would you do with 
a million dollars?

3:What is your opinion of 
this school?

4:I realize that we are sur-
rounded by mountains, 
ancient architecture, and 
farmland, but creatively 
what would you offer as 
an activity to new stu-
dents?

5:I have heard multiple 
times that Aviano High 
is known for the different 
“cliques” at the school; 
do you believe there are 
“cliques”? Explain your 
point of view either way.  

6:Are the rules that are 
enforced regulated fairly? 
Example: dress code, 
locker decorations, tar-
dies, etc.?

1: “Harder I guess, I 
don’t really remember 
freshman year and how 
hard it was.”
2: “I don’t know (confu-
sion). I guess a drum 
set (I play the drums), 
buy a house a big 
house.”
3: “The school is al-
right, [ it is] boring.
4: “Any sports; football 
and basketball.”
5: “Probably a few, I 
don’t think so not that I 
know of.”
6: “I guess so, not 
really, but I don’t do 
anything.”

In the middle of the 
cluster of high school; 
not the new kid nor the 
upper classman. May-
be a first string in the 
game, or the secretary 
of the Student Counsel. 
Two years left, but not 
the little guy anymore.It 
is sophomore year.

Shelby McHugh

1: “They seem the 
same to me.”
2: “Probably go shop, 
buy a house, then do-

nate it so I don’t have 
to pay taxes.”
3: “It’s always clean, it 
freaks me out. It’s too 
clean."
4: “Tour around, go to 
Piza.”
5: “Yes, because ev-
eryone is ALWAYS 
in their special group 
huddled up. 
6: “Yes, but I hate the 
[dress code] rules like 
[not being able to wear] 
tank tops.”

1: “No, because fresh-
man year has a lot of 
drama.”
2: “I would probably 
invest it and use it for 
college.”
3: “Small.”
4: “The tour that is on 
the base, basically visit 
places.”
5: “I do, but i don’t 
believe they are the 
stereotypical type of 
cliques.”
6: “Lets just say for the 
most part.” 

Agustin Vasquez

Guilia Silvi

1: “Yeah, there is alot 
of homework, espe-
cially in honors, you 
have to be organized 
and you have to learn 
to time manage.”
2: “Ummm I’m not sure. 
I would buy a house in 
the States so I can go 
live there and help poor 
people.”
3: “Umm there is a lot 
of drama.”
4: “Try to be involved in 
sports, it’s a good way 
to make friends.”
5: Not really cliques, 
more like groups of 
friends. Well there is a 
clique within the ju-
niors.”
6: “ Yeah, I guess so.”
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2012
Juniors

One more year left, 
graduation is dangling 
in front of us, but our 
GPAs are arguing with 
us to fight the onset 
of senioritis. The year 
to make it matter, if in 
fact our parents meant 
it when they said “you 
can do whatever your 
heart desires.” The year 
before the end. 

1:What do you think se-
nior year will be like? 
Fun? Stressful? Exciting?

2:What would you do with 
a million dollars?

3:What is your opinion of 
this school?

4:I realize that we are sur-
rounded by mountains, 
ancient architecture, and 
farmland, but creatively 
what would you offer as 
an activity to new stu-
dents?

5:I have heard multiple 
times that Aviano High 
is known for the different 
“cliques” at the school; 
do you believe there are 
“cliques”? Explain your 
point of view either way.  

6:Are the rules that are 
enforced regulated fairly? 
Example: dress code, 
locker decorations, tar-
dies, etc.?

Asah Tibuni

1:“Fun, because it 
is the last year and I 
won’t stress out about 
many things. I think I’ll 
be able to have more 
elective classes.”
2: “I would probably 
give it to some char-
ity in like a developing 
country.”
3: “It is a good school. 
It has good teachers, 
good kids, it is safe.”
4: “Orientation class, 
it is in Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Core 
(JROTC).”
5: “No.” 
6: “Yeah,” he says 
hesitatingly. 

Lauren Palmer

1:“I think it is going to 
be fun, since it is a new 
school, for me.”
2: “I’m really inter-
ested in animals, so 
I would… help out 
animals, get them off 
the streets, get them 
treated and if not that 
buy some clothes.”
3: “It is a lot better than 
regular schools [State-
side schools].”
4: “If we had choir, I 
would offer choir [to 
new students].”
5: “Hmmmhmmm, 
there are a lot of dif-
ferent types of people 
here, everybody has 
their own group.” 
6: “I think so yeah, this 
school is very lenient 
compared to other 
schools.”

Sean Brown

1:“I think it will be fun.”
2: “Maybe save it for 
college or just keep it 
in my account.”
3: “I think it is an okay 
school compared to 
the schools I went to in 
Virginia.”

4: “I think the technol-
ogy or tech. club would 
be a great way to meet 
new students or the 
swim team.”
5: “No.” 
6: “Yes, I think they 
are.” 

1: “I think a little bit of 
all, stressful because 
it is the last year, but I 
want to make my last 
year in high school fun. 
“
2: “Of course, I would 
donate some to an or-
ganization and then go 
SHOPPING!”
3: “Really different from 
previous schools, but 
you get used to it after 
a while.”
4: “Umm, sports and 
whatever clubs catches 
their interest. It de-
pends on the student.”
5: “No, well yes there 
are “friend groups” but 
not in particular.” 
6: “At a certain point, 
kind of, but sometimes 
not really.”

Gianna Seisa
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2011
Seniors

The last year of high 
school. The turning 
point of the rest of their 
lives. One of the scari-
est, nerve-wracking, 
exciting years of their 
lives. Yet they are all 
anxious to finish the 
year off as soon as 
possible. 

1:Is this last year exactly 
what you imaged it  would 
be?

2:What would you do with 
a million dollars?

3:What is your opinion of 
this school?

4:I realize that we are sur-
rounded by mountains, 
ancient architecture, and 
farmland, but creatively 
what would you offer as 
an activity to new stu-
dents?

5:I have heard multiple 
times that Aviano High 
is known for the different 
“cliques” at the school; 
do you believe there are 
“cliques”? Explain your 
point of view either way.  

6:Are the rules that are 
enforced regulated fairly? 
Example: dress code, 
locker decorations, tar-
dies, etc.?

Zora Browne

1: “Yeah, because this 
school year is easy and 
relaxed.”
2: “GO SHOPPING!”
3: “Hmmm, well, umm 
I would like it if it were 
bigger with more stu-
dents.”
4: “Sports.”
5: “Yes, the school is 
so small and when they 
find people with like 
interested they don’t 
go out and meet other 
people.” 
6: “I guess yeah, I 
wouldn’t know.”

Nyah Klink

1:“Honestly, I didn’t 
think I would make it 
this far, I thought I’d die 
in Spain.”
2:“I would go to Peru.”
3:“It sucks. Guys 
tend to hug a lot and 
it freaks me out and 
classes are way too 
small.”
4:“You could go bowl-
ing.”
5:“There’s cliques, you 
have sporty people, 
drama people,etc.” 
6:“Generally yes, there 
are a few things I would 
change,” just hums 
amuzingly.

Luca Hannie

1:“Uhh no. I thought it 
would be funner.”
2:“Spend it on party-
ing.”
3:“It is pretty lame.”
4: “Sleep.”
5: “Yeah I don’t think 
so.” 
6: “Sure.”

John Alvarado

1: “Not really, I expect-
ed it to be fun.”
2: “I would spend a 
fourth of it and put the 
rest in savings.”
3: “I don’t know. It is 
alright I guess.”
4: “Probably soccer.”
5: “I believe so, I don’t 
know, like the ‘A’ stu-
dents hang out with the 
‘A’ students, and the 
jocks hang out with the 
jocks.”
6:“I don’t think so. I 
think there are a lot of 
teachers that have fa-
vorite students, so the 
rules seem to not apply 
to them.”
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New Movies:

Dear Kady, 

I think I’m too awesome for my gym 

class. I always win at dodge ball, soc-

cer, freeze tag, and basically anything 

we play. Everyone is jealous of my 

awesomeness and they always call 

me ball hog, or to stop taking every-

thing so seriously and say the dreaded 

phrase there’s no “I” in team. How do 

I get people to appreciate me for my 

awesomeness?

Sincerely, 

Duncan the Magnificent

Dear Kady...
Dear Duncan the Magnificent, 

Tone down your awesomeness! If 

you really want to be appreciated, 

you should cooperate with your team 

mates by passing the ball to them 

throughout whatever game it is you’re 

playing. Including everyone in a game 

and working with your team mates 

makes everyone feel awesome, and 

they will appreciate you for passing 

the ball. 

Sincerely, 

Kady

Aviano Movie Schedule 
Friday...
March 18
At 1900
Rated (PG)
RANGO

Sunday...
 March 27

At 1900 
Rated (PG-13 )
THE DILEMMA 

Friday...                                                                                                                                  
At 1900
March 25 
Rated (PG)                          
MARS NEEDS 
MOMS 

Friday...                                                                                                                                  
At 1900

March 04 
Rated (PG)                         
BIG MOM-
MAS : LIKE 

FATHER LIKE 
SON  

Friday, March 18- 1900, Rango 
(PG) 

Saturday, March 19- 1600 The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Voy-
age of the Dawn Treader (PG), At 
1930 Rango (PG) 

Sunday, March 20- 1600 Yogi 
Bear (PG), At 1900 Rango (PG)

Monday, March 21/Tuesday 
March 22/Wednesday March 
23:CLOSED 

Thursday, March 24- 1900 Sea-
son of the Witch (PG-13) 

Friday, March 25- 1900 (Also 
Plays On The 26/27 at 1600)  
Mars Needs Moms(PG)

Saturday, March 26- 1900 True 
Grit (PG-13)

Sunday, March 27- 1900 The Di-
lemma (PG-13)

Monday, March 28/Tuesday, 
March 29/Wednesday March 
30: CLOSED

Thursday, March 31- 1900 The 
Rite (PG-13)

Friday, April 1- 1900 The Lincoln 
Lawyer (R)

Saturday, April 2- 1600 The 
Green Hornet (PG-13) At 1900 
The Lincoln Lawyer (R) 

Sunday, April 3- 1600 Country 
Strong (PG-13) At 1900 The Lin-
coln Lawyer (R) 

Source: 
http://www.shopmyexchange.
com/ems/euro/aviano.htm
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ACROSS
1. As you shoot across the sky, sky, sky. ‘Cause baby 
you’re a 
4. You made a rebel of a careless mans careful 
daughter 
6. There’s a hole in the wall, it’s a dirty free for all
9. Manage me I’m a mess, turn the page, I’m a book 
half unread
11. The way you move on the floor, baby
12. You had my heart; we’ll never be a world apart
13. Don’t call my name, don’t call my name
14. Now I’m falling asleep and she’s calling a cab
15. Who do you think you are, running around leaving 
scars
16. I will never let you fall; I’ll stand up with you forever

DOWN
1. She’s all laid up in bed with a broken heart 
2. Say bye-bye, say bye-bye, to her
3. If you ain’t runnin’ wit it, run from it
5. Poppin bottles in the ice 
7. She’s got me like oh my gosh, so in love
8. it’s in the water, it’s where you came from
10. Can we pretend that airplanes in the night sky are 
like shooting stars 

   Beaches 
                               Cabo 
Cleaning                Easter
                Facebook
   Family 

                            Flowers

Friends
                           Fun

               Movies
                       Music
   Parties
                        Pictures
  School

Sleeping
      Sleepovers
Sports
                Stateside
         Sunshine
                                      Traveling 
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Starting up Fresh

Soccer Team Heads Back to the Field

By Ricky Warren

The momentum of the Aviano 
Men’s soccer team may not be 
on their side, finishing last sea-

son with a disappointing record of 0-8. 
The good thing in this situation though 
is that there’s nowhere to go but up 
and that’s exactly what the Aviano 
Men’s Soccer Team is planning to do 
this year. But how exactly can they 
change this year around? There are, in 
fact several factors contributing to this 
“change”.

One thing that they think is a huge 
helper for this year is the freshman 
class who bring their potential talent 
and the sophomores who have experi-
ence on a high school team. The team 
didn’t execute well, according to the 
team’s captain, Robert Dewitt. “Our 

By Ricky Warren

Two houses, both alike in dignity. 
In fair Verona where we lay our 
scene. If you know a little some-

thing about William 
Shakespeare then 
you already know 
this is an excerpt 
from the famous 
Tragedy of Romeo 
and Juliet. On Feb-
ruary 17, almost 
the entire fresh-
man class took a 
two hour bus ride 
to arrive in the 
province of Verona, 
home to the Capulets, the Montagues, 
and about 714,274 other residents. 

Freshman Class Study a Classical Tragedy

team wasn’t expe-
rienced, and we 
just didn’t know 
how to use the tal-
ent we had in a way 
that won games.” 
Their goal for this 
year is simple, to 
win some games 
and the players are 
showing up with 
this attitude every-
day to practice! 

Another huge as-
pect of a winning 
season. The Aviano guys see this as 
a chance to completely take over the 
game. Third year player, Dominique 
Dawson, said that their coach, Mr. 
Lucidi, is going to take the team and 
find their strengths and weaknesses 

and use them both to build up a great 
team. 0-8 isn’t the way you want to 
end the season, but it’s an excellent 
motivation for the team to see that 
they can only improve their game this 
season and they show this every day in 
practice.

From the many architectural sites to 
the surprisingly amazing acoustics in 
the Roman amphitheater, the city defi-
nitely has a lot to offer. Walking is usu-
ally the best idea for sightseeing unless 

you’re one of 
those people 
who have a 
habit of get-
ting lost. With 
a decent map, 
and someone 
who can read 
it, you should 
be set to travel 
these histori-
cal streets.

The freshman class did an extensive 
study on The Tragedy of Romeo and 
Juliet. Tests were taken, discussions 

were made and in the end everyone 
took a break to experience the sights 
of northern Italy.

This field trip was led by Mr. Doug 
Nothstine and Ms. Elizabeth Baldwin. 
After getting off the bus, the students 
were immediately split into groups, led 
by chaperones, to find designated sites 
listed on a map. These locations in-
cluded the Teatro Romano which is still 
used to this day. The Roman Bridge, 
also known as Ponte Pietra, the Roman 
Arena (people actually fought to the 
death there), and Juliet’s Balcony. Af-
ter all the sightseeing was done it was 
the parting that was such sweet sor-
row but the wonderful city will be re-
membered by all of the freshmen. This 
trip was definitely a good way to live 
out the scenes read in the classroom.
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